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Captains Desk 
Where did July go? I have spent some extra time in the office over July and it was 

good to meet more of the members and visitors on a daily basis. Fourteen 

competitions, during the month and a good number of happy visitors.  

 

There are always highlights and without doubt a few to remember. The delight on 

Caroline Dodds face as she received the Wallace Rose Bowl. The excitement of the 

Joanna Shamash Trophy, whether it was 5 holes, 9 holes or 18 holes. Well done to all 

who played. Too many winners to mention all, yet every winner brings joy and 

achievement, so well done to not just the winners, but all who played. 

 

 As we did on the Tassie Prize Giving the Dalziel Trophy prize giving will also include 

a round-up of the past months winners. So if you are holding a Trophy we would like to have it engraved soon. 
We had a visiting party, who were great fun and played with the theme of “dress like Ian Poulter”. Perhaps I 
should also mention the catering staff that, with patience, look after our visitors. Visitors sometimes taking five 
hours to negotiate our course. 

 

You will have noticed staff changes on the course with Robert Patterson replacing Craig and by now Jamie has 
become a familiar face.  I hope you read our head green keepers interesting item on our rain fall and how it 
impacts on our course.  

 

Congratulations are due to Pam Watson. Her dedication to our junior section pays so many dividends. Without 
her wisdom and firm hand we as a club would be the poorer. Kirkcudbright Juniors are the envy of many clubs. 
Our Future. 

 

Have you considered playing with the EGGS, our over 55 section. The official meeting time is 9.45am on Friday 
mornings, but splinter groups meet several times a week. If you are over 55 and looking for a group to play with 
come along on a Friday morning and introduce yourself to Bill McCartney, bring a £1 membership! 

 

Here comes August and what a busy month. I encourage you to play in all the Competitions over the weekend 
21st to 23rd of August. Most important enjoy and participate our club will be the richer with your help. 

 

(Continued …) 
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A little bit of history 
 
In the first part of our history we covered the origins of the Maitland Medal, and the lay out of the course. 
Originally the first Committee of our club rented the ground around Belmont and the Poor House from the 
Towns “Common”, the rent being £5 per annum. With Queen Victoria still on the throne we opened on the 9th 
of September 1893. 
 
With 64 male and 19 female members a clubhouse was built in Burnside Loaning (there is a picture of the 
original club house, in our existing club house). Very close to where Alastair Millar now lives. The clubhouse 
cost between £20 and £25, paid for by locker subscription, called boxes in those days, at a £1 per box (about 
£90 today). 
 
If you have played at the famous golf course of Merion in Pennsylvania in the USA you will have been 
impressed by their wicker flagsticks, i.e. not cloth. Well in 1893 Kirkcudbright used wicker flags. 
The “Burgh Fathers” made no objections to the course or the clubhouse as they were harassed by boys 
previously to this playing “gowff” in the Kirkyard. 
 
The first year accounts showed a serious overdraft of £6.5s.7d, causes by the laying out of the course and 
the purchase of equipment at £44.4s.6d. 
 
More next month of the ongoing financial problems!! 

(Continued) 
 
Those members who have webbed feet and good waterproofs may well be meeting men in white coats 
very soon. With the wettest July on record and lack of sunlight in general all summer there are knock on 
effects on our golf course. It would be fair to say all golf courses in Scotland have the same challenges, 
but have you noticed any difference as you play. Perhaps a bit of surface water here and there or the odd 
day that due to safety reasons buggies have not been permitted! Just imagine being a green keeper!! 
 
Rainfall levels to date on our course for July are at 93mm as of 29th July the average is 78mm on our 
records and still a few days to go. We had 17mm on one day this month and for example 10mm on the 
evening of the 28th and on both occasions Medal competition the next day.  
 
As a result John our head green-keeper is seeing certain areas on greens reaching field capacity quickly, 
for example the left of the 13th green due to surface run off from the bank to the left of the green, while 
the centre of the green has a more desired moisture level this inconsistency leaves parts of the greens 
more susceptible to disease and encourages a weaker poa dominant sward. 
 
Also for general information some greens are showing signs of ghost grass this is a white shoot that poa 
annua, poa pratensis and creeping bent produce when there's a lack of sunlight and the plant searches 
for light in a dense sward, not to be too concerned about as John usually notices this more late August 
time. 
  
OK, so if the man in white coat has missed you off his list and your rain gear has dried, out think of our 
green staff, who smile at you, as you do wheelies in your buggy, scuff the grass, take divots and make 
pitch marks. Why not give a wave and say well done or just a big thumbs-up. 
 
Maurice 
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Office Matters 

Nothing much to report this month as we continue to anticipate the arrival of summer. Visitors numbers are 
holding up compared to 2014. The favourable comments on the course condition are encouraging as we 
notice the effect of the considerable investment made in machinery.  
 
I have only had one adverse comment, from a visitor who has played her before. Apparently she came up 
behind a 3-ball of members on the 14th, not only did they not invite her through on the 15th, or the 16th one of 
the group hit a second ball while the lady waited on the tee. Clearly this is not the image the club would 
choose to give to visitors. EVERY member must play his/her part in promoting the club and this behaviour is 
unacceptable Remember the alternative to welcoming visitors is an increase in green fees; the choice is 
yours. 
 
Tony Reason  

The Joanna Shamash Trophy was played on Sunday the 26th of July at Kirkcudbright Golf Club. The 
course was in magnificent condition, but sadly the drizzle was constant. Thirty-nine juniors and thirty-nine 
adult members joined in the fun with a good number of parents also walking to accompany the younger 
golfers.  
 
The organisers this year the Innes family who joined in the fun and £340 was raised for the two charities, 
Kirkcudbright Cottage Hospital and The Royal Blind School in Edinburgh. Donald Shamash thanked all who 
had participated and commented that this competition was the best of the year. Debbie Shamash 
presented the prizes. 
 
Results: 
 
5 holes.  
1st Ozzie Dodds and Jack Hutchison; 2nd George Wallace and James Wallace; 3rd Ben Shamash and 
Ryan Hind. 
9 holes 
1st Angus Martin and Mathew Hind; 2nd Janet Roff and Conall Marshall, 3rd Josh Maxwell and Tessa Hall. 
18 holes 
1st Rodney Niven and Christopher Wilson; 2nd Jamie Menzies Scott Curtis; 3rd John Thomson and Jack 
Norman 

Junior News 
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Congratulations to Callum McMillan who not only won the junior open at Portpatrick Golf Club but also made his 
debut for the South of Scotland's under 16 squad this month. 
 
John Rodger made it a good day for the Kirkcudbright juniors by finishing runner up to Callum at Portpatrick. 
Well done boys!! 

(Junior News continued) 

 

Pictured on the 18th green are some of our junior 

members finishing of their round under the 

supervision of club member and volunteer Barbara 

Lindsley.  

 

Our club has a great attitude in encouraging our 

youngsters and we are incredibly grateful to all our 

volunteer helpers. Barbara gives up a lot of her time 

and enjoys sharing her knowledge and experience 

with the juniors. 

 

Thank you. 

Featured in the photograph below is the Kirkcudbrightshire Junior team that won the Fraser Shield for the 
three counties match against Wigtownshire and Dumfriesshire.  
 
Each county fields a team of six with the best four scratch scores to count. Three Kirkcudbright boys were 
part of the team, Nathan Watson, Cameron Gray and Callum McMillan. Callum won the handicap prize 
(82-17-65) and Cameron returned the best scratch score of the day with a 71.  
 
With Nathan and Angus Bendall from Castle Douglas both shooting reliable 74's Kirkcudbrightshire 
finished with a total of 301, six shots ahead of Dumfriesshire. Other team members were Ian Rae and 
Jack Ireland from Dalbeattie. Also in the photo are Brian Haining and Peter Bartlett from 
Kirkcudbrightshire Golfers Association. 

Summer Junior Golf 
Camp. Lots of fun for 9 to 
13 year olds. 



 

 

5 

E.G.G.S 

Course Update 

Eggs Shield 
 
Round one of the Eggs Shield was played on Friday 10th July, we had some very good scores recorded and 
the winner was Steve Richardson with an excellent score of 61, Steve had a 8 stroke lead going into the 
second round and managed to hold of the chasing pack to record a second round score of 67, Steve Groome 
pushed hard and had two rounds of 68 well done to both. 
 
Eggs V Thornhill 
 
The Eggs travelled to Thornhill on Tuesday 14th July to play the annual match, the Thornhill course was in 
excellent condition, pity about the match outcome as we were beaten 4 to 2 matches, great to see the Eggs 
Captain recording a win a big thanks to all the Eggs members for playing in the match. 
 
Eggs V Glenluce 
 
The Eggs travelled to Glenluce on Tuesday 21st July to play in the annual return match, unfortunately the 
weather played a big part in the match as the weather turned wet, and Glenluce greens seem to get better 
every time we play, Glenluce turned out a very strong team and we were well beaten by 5½ to 1½ matches, 
a big thanks to some of the new Eggs members for playing in the match. 

We are doing trials this summer on our greens for Peter McMorran (GBR Technology) on our greens with a 
wetting agent he has supplied (Hydrozone).  
 
How it works is we have divided the course into three sets of six green and we are applying the wetting 
agent on each of the three sets at three different application rates 10l/ha, 15l/ha and 20l/ha, this is carried 
out at the start of each month from May to September five applications. At the end of each month we 
remove soil samples from one of the greens on each rate. These are then sent away for analysis to see 
how much of the wetting agent is being held in the soil profile combined with rainfall data. ( we do not have 
these results yet and it may be nearer the end of the year ) 
 
We would have liked a dryer summer to also monitor how this wetting agent has combatted some of the 
problems we had last year with dry patch but that doesn't look like happening. 
 
The benefit of this programmed wetting agent is that it allows water to move from the surface of the green to 
the root making water available where the plant can access it removing drought stress ( dry patch ). 
 
I have seen a big reduction on flooding when we receive heavy downpours this year as the rain water is 
moved from the surface through the profile quicker. This is feedback we can help with and the difference on 
the three sets of greens is not that evident suggesting with our greens the lower or middle application rate 
would do. 
 
Hopefully Peter will be able to gather the information he needs and we have benefited by recovering the 
areas suffering from dry patch last year. 
 
John. 

(Head Greenkeeper) 
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Ladies Section 

August Coaching Segment with PGA Golf Professional, David Broadfoot 

A cheque for £165 was presented to the Renal Unit in Kirkcudbright 
Hospital. This was a joint donation from the Ladies and the proceeds 
from the EGGS' D C Dodds competition. Thank you to all who 
contributed to a worthy cause. 
 
Nineteen Ladies enjoyed the residential outing to Matfen Hall in 
Northumberland. While it rained on the first day, the weather rapidly 
improved and we enjoyed three rounds of golf, good food and just a 
little wine. There was a different kind of competition each day and the 
overall winner was Gillian Rowlinson with Shona Wallace the runner-
up. Well done everyone, the courses were long and you all showed 
great stamina! 
 
July seems to have been a busy time for the Ladies as we held the 
Wallace Rosebowl on Sat, 25th. We were extremely lucky with the 
weather. 48 ladies took part, 19 of whom were visitors. I'm told there 
was a time when we had as many as 90 entries... I fear those days are 
passed but we were pleased to see so many coming to enjoy the 
course which was in excellent condition and I would like to thank John 
and his staff for all their hard work. 
 
The puts were still not falling for me but Caroline Dodds had no such 
problem as she lifted the Rosebowl and Gillian Rowlinson won the 
Centenary Cup. Congratulations to them both and my thanks to 
everyone for making it such a great day 
 
I'm off to practice my putting! 
Enjoy your golf. 
 
Helen 

This month I'm going to focus on equipment.  Choosing the correct equipment can make a huge difference to 
your game.  After all, golf is hard enough, it's important to try and make it as easy as possible! 
 
Golf Clubs 
Golf clubs are the first things people think of when we talk about equipment.  Choosing the best clubs to suit 
your game is essential. 
 
The days of buying a set of irons 'off the rack' are gone.  Sure, a standard set is fine to get you started, but if it 
is improvement you are seeking then you need clubs that will help you.  This is where custom fitting comes 
in.  Custom fitting a set of irons takes around an hour, definitely worth it!  Getting irons with the correct head 
type, lie angle, and shaft (length, type & flex) can be the difference between hitting the green or missing the 
green, no matter how good your swing is. 
 
Custom fitting doesn't stop at irons!  If it is maximum distance and accuracy you are looking for in your driver 
and fairway woods then custom fitting is essential.  Again, making sure you have the correct head type, loft, 
and shaft is very important for improving your drives and fairway wood shots. 
 
(Continued …) 
 
 
(Continued ….) 



 

 

7 

(Continued) 
 
If you have never been fitted for your clubs then I strongly recommend it!  You could be amazed at the 
difference you will experience. 
 
If you would like to book a custom fit appointment, please get in touch using the contact details below. Make 
sure your clubs are fitted to you, don't fit yourself to your clubs! 
 
Following on from custom fitting, it is important to ensure your clubs are in good condition.  You should 
regularly check your grips for cracks, splits and that they are not smooth and shiny.  If you notice any of these 
things then it's time to get your grips changed!  The grip is the only contact you have with the club so it's vital 
that it feels good and gives you the best grip possible. 
 
Regular cleaning is also essential.  Your clubs have grooves on the face for a reason, they shouldn't be 
clogged up with grass or mud.  If your clubs are dirty then you are making hitting good shots much harder for 
yourself.  It's also much nicer to look down on a clean looking club compared to a dirty one. 
 
Golf Balls 
Many golfers think a golf ball is a golf ball.  However, technology has moved on a lot and there are many 
different types of golf balls designed to suit different types of golfers.  Before choosing your golf ball you must 
decide what benefits you want from it.  More distance?  More spin around the greens?  Softer or harder feel 
for your putts? 
 
Most golf ball manufacturers make 4 types of golf ball, a distance ball, a softer premium ball, an in between 
ball, and a ladies ball. 
 
Distance Balls & Ladies Balls 
These tend to have a hard cover and are designed to increase the distance on your shots.  These are great 
for golfers with slower swing speeds as the hard cover increases the speed that the ball travels from the club 
face.  Most low handicap players don't use these types of balls because they prefer a softer feel for chipping 
and putting.  Examples are Titleist NXT & Srixon Distance/Lady. 
 
Premium Balls 
These tend to have a softer cover and more layers to the golf ball in total.  Most premium balls have 4 or 5 
different layers which means they can use a softer cover but still get distance providing your swing speed is 
fast enough.  These don't go as far as a distance ball but golfers with faster swing speeds can sacrifice a bit 
of distance to gain more control around the greens.  Golfers with slower swing speeds don't get the benefit of 
a premium ball because they lose too much distance.  Examples are Titleist Pro V1 & Srixon Z-Star. 
 
In Between Balls 
These are exactly as the name suggests.  They have a softer cover compared to a distance ball, and a harder 
cover compared to a premium ball.  These balls will suit the majority of golfers as they don't have to sacrifice 
much distance or control.  Examples are Titleist NXT Tour & Srixon AD333. 
 
Hopefully you can take this into account next time you buy golf balls. 
 
Special August Lesson Package - For only £50 I am offering 2 x 30 minute lessons and 1 x 60 minute on-
course lesson.  The normal price for this is £70 so it's a great offer.  This offer is valid to purchase 
throughout August and all lessons bought as part of this package must be used by 30th September 2015. 
 
Contact me on 07894 319236 or email dbroadfoot87@gmail.com to book your lessons or for further info. 
 
Thanks, 
David Broadfoot, 
PGA Golf Professional 

mailto:dbroadfoot87@gmail.com


 

 

  

Player Profile 

Finally don’t forget this is your newsletter. If there’s anything particular you’d like to see included let us know. You 
might have a story or even photos from days gone by we could include. Feel free to pass them on, either to the 
clubhouse or contact me at malcolmk04@yahoo.co.uk. 

And finally … 

This month in the hot seat is junior prodigy Cameron Gray. Cameron heads off on an exciting new 
adventure later this month to Loretto School in Mussleburgh to further his education and of course 
improve his golf!! If anyone hasn’t seen it yet, check-out Cameron’s trick shot routine on our Facebook 
page. 
 
 
What’s your handicap Cameron? 
5.5, playing off 6. 
 
What’s the best course you’ve played? 
Loch Erne the nick Faldo course in Ireland. 
 
What would be your best moment in golf? 
Winning the south of Scotland under 14's order of merit trophy. 
 
Who would make up your dream 4-ball? 
Myself, Rory, Tiger and Speith and around St. Andrews old course just because I would love to play the 
course. 
 
What is your favourite club in the bag? 
58-degree wedge. 
 
If you could change one thing in golf what would it be? 
Its image that people think it is a old mans sport. 
 
What’s the best piece of advice you’ve ever been given? 
Slow back, follow through. 
 
What’s your bogey hole at Kirkcudbright? 
The 5th it's a killer! 
 
Do you have any golfing superstitions? 
If you tell yourself "just hit it straight down the middle" most of the time you don't because it is reverse 
psychology. So I tell myself to hit it Out of bounds and it goes straight! 
 
Away from golf what other interests do you have? 
Manchester United fan and I like to play basketball. 
 
Thanks Cameron, everyone at Kirkcudbright Golf Club wishes you well in your new adventure. We will 
miss you around the place but be sure to keep us posted on how you’re doing! 
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